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Suriimary 


January    25,  1938. 


Total  supplies  of  fresh  fruits  for  the'  rerrainder  of  the  current  season 
are  indicated  to  be  materially  larger  than  those  cf  a  year  earlier  and  larger 
than  the  average  cf  recent  years « 

Cold  storage  holdings  of  apples  on  Januarj;-  1  were  the  largest  on  record, 
exceeding  those  of  last  year  by  43  percent.     Prices  of  apples  in  terminal 
markets  have  fluctuated  somewhat  during  the  past  m.onth,  but  in  mid-January 
were  slightly  lower  than  prices  a  month  earlier.     Exports  cf  apples  for  the 
first  5  months  ( July-I\ovember)  of  the  current  season  were  one-fourth  greater 
than  for  the   same  period  of  the  1936-27  'season. 

It  appears  that  the  supply  of  oranges  available  for  market  during  the 
remainder  of  the  winter  and  spring  is  about  one-third  greater  than  that  of  a 
year  ago.     Terminal  market  prices  cf  all  oranges  experienced  some  further  de- 
clines during  the  past  month,  but  it  seems  likely  that  they  are  now  near  the 
season's  low  point. 

The  supply  of  grapefruit  available  fcr  market  during  the  remainder  of 
the  season  appears  to  be  somewhat  smaller  than  that  for  the  sam.e  period  of 
last  year.    Grapefruit  prices  continued  to  decline  irregularly  during  the  past 
month,   and  in  mdd-January  prices  wore  only  slightly  higher  than  those  of  a 
year  earlier, 

.APx°LES 

Apple  prices  in  terminal  markets  fluctuoted  irregularly  during  the  past 
month,  but  by  mid-January  they  were  in  general  slightly  lower  than  a  month  ear- 
lier.    Prices  of  eastern  apples  at  New  York  and  Chicago  showed  some  tendency  to 
rise  during  most  of  December,  but  have  since  declined  to  November  levels. 
Prices  of  western  apples  at  New  York  and  Chicago  have  fluctuated  some,  but  cur- 
rent prices  are  the  lowest  fcr  the  season  to  date. 
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January  1  ccld  storage  holdings  largest  on  record 


The  total  stocks  of  apples  in  cold  storage        January  1,  1938,  totaling 
32  millic'n  bushels,  7:ere  the  largest  on  record,  exceeding  these  of  last  year  by 
43  percent  end  the  19  27-36  average  by  22  percent.     Ccld  storage  stocks  in  the 
Western  States  are  nearly  one-fifth  larger  than  those  at  the  beginning  of  1937, 
but  are  slightly  below  avorage.     In  the  Eastern  and  Central  States,  however, 
cold  .  storage  holdings  on  January  1  this  year  ■ffere    the  largest  on  record.  The 
total  moveraent  of  apples  out  of  cold  storage  during  Decenber  this  season  was 
slightly  smaller  than  in  December  a  year  earlier,  owing  to  the  apparent  heavy 
movement  of  apples  out  of  common  storage  and  the  continued  relatively  low  prices. 

Exports  running  aheo.d  of  last  season 


Total  exports  of  apples  for  the  current  season  through  Ilcvomber  amounted 
to  more  than  4  million  bushels  -  a  fourth  larger  than  exports  during  the  same 
period  of  the  19  36-37  season.     The  greater  volume  of  exports  this  season  is  due 
to  the  larger  production  and  lower  domestic  prices  cf  apples,  and  to  a  more 
favorable  foreign  demand  for  American  apples.     The  increase  has  been  entirely 
of  apples  from  areas  which  pack  in  barrels  and  baskets.      Exports  of  boxed 
apples  through  November  were  the  same  as  for  the  like  period  of  last  season. 

Apples:     January  1  cold  storage  holdings,   1927  to  1938 


Year  :  ,  Vfostorn  boxes     :  Tctai 

barre-d  1/ 

:  1,000  bushels  1,000  bushels  1,000  bushels 

1927   :  14,703  13,365  28,068 

1928   :  8,274  12,260  20,534 

1929   :  11,302  15,853  27,155 

1930   :  10,793  15,108  23,901 

1931   .:  9,587  19,137  28,724 

1932  15,513  14,617  30,130 

1933   :  12,744  12,794  25,538 

1934   :  9,548  11,857  21,405 

1955   :  10,956  15,713  26,669 

1936   :  13,856  15,201  29,057 


Av.  1927-36   :         11,728  14,390  2S,118 

1937   :         10,494  11,863  22,357 

1938   :         18,013  13,974  31,987 


1/  Includes  eastern  boxes  cF  cra':.e3,  barrels  converted  on  basis  cf  1  barrel 
equivalent  to  3  bushels. 
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Apples,  eastern:    L,(p.l,  pric'3  per  "bn^hel,  Chica'-^o  and  Hew  York,  "by 
specified  varied es  anl  woeki,  lS3''3-37  and  1337-33 
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1.42 

.94 

.82 
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.94 
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Dec.  4   

:  1.95 

1.  33 

1.  36 

1.64 

1.34 

.92 

»70 

1.13 

11  .... 

.  1.94 

1.  34 

1.40 

1.  55 

1.  34 

9  P 

.72 

1.17 

18  .... 

:  1.91 

1.  32 

1.36 

1.43 

1.  37 

.90 

.77 

1.18 

25  .... 

:  1.91 

1.  32 

1.  36 

1.51 

1.28 

.83 

.73 

1.12 

Jan.  1  .... 

:  1.86 

1.  36 

1.33 

J-  »  ^ 

1.26 

.54 

.82 

1.07 

2j  8  .... 

:  1.88 

1.30 

1.38 

1.60 

1.30 

.35 

.81 

1.03 

15  .... 

:  1.38 

1.33 

1.42 

1.71 

1.24 

.77 

.81- 

1.05 

1^/  Average  for  1  day. 
2/  1337   is  preliminary. 
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Apples,  western:    IVeighted  average  auction  price  per  "box,  all  f^rades,  at  Chicago 
and  New  York,  tv  s")ecified  varieties  and  v/eeks,  1936-37  and  1937-38 
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1.33 

Dec.  4  : 

2.04 

1.68 

1.  67 

1.83 

1.59 

1.15  1.10 

1.33 

11  ; 

2.06 

1.74 
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Apples:     Experts  from  the  United  States,  by  countries,  average  1926-27  to 
1930-31  and  1931-32  to  1935--36,  annual  1936-37  and  Jn ly-Kcverriber 


Countries 
of  destinabion 


In  barrels: 

United  Kinpd  'm 
Geriiiany  .... 
LjetherlPnds 
Belgium  .... 
France  ..... 
Denmark  .... 
Other  Europe 

Total  Europe 
Other  cruntries 
Total  


In  boxes 


United  Kinfrdom 

Germany   » 

Netherlandr 
France  . .  =  . . 
Other  Europe 

Total  Europe 
Canada  ..... 
Argontina  . . 
Brazil  ..... 
Philippine  Islands 
Palestine  . . 

Egypt   

Cuba   . 

Other  count  r.'es 

Total   


Lon. 


In  baskets: 
Belgium  . . . 
United  King 
Germany  ....... 

France  ........ 

Canada  

Other  countries 
Total   


Grand  total  3/ 

l7    Less  than 
3  bushc;ls. 


19  56  and  1937 
Jul  y  -  Juno 


1926-27 


r.verage 
■~193'i- 


32 


July  -  November 


1936 


1937 


500. 


:  tn 

t3 

:   1936-37  : 

:  1930-51 

1935-36 

:  "  ]  ,000 

'1,000 

iToc  6 

1 , 000 

1,000 

:  barrels 

bari'els 

barrels 

barrel s 

barrels 

:  1,5"7 

947 

249 

143 

351 

;  216 

122 

6 

1 

1/ 

:  139 

34 

8 

8 

1 

146 

181 

79 

47 

45 

41 

95 

11 

6 

17 

76 

22 

0 

0 

0 

:  116 

83 

44 

32 

47 

:'  2,321 

1,484 

39  7 

237 

461 

:  228 

53 

49 

36 

43 

:     2 , 549 

1,537 

446 

275 

504 

:     i , 000 

1,000 

"~  ","000  ■ 

1  , 000 

1 , 000 

:  boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

:  3,583 

2,517 

1,622 

1,059 

995 

:  1,813 

1,560 

628 

182 

75 

:  1,024 

1,195 

537 

237 

131 

162 

1,008 

706 

83 

97 

:  528 

585 

415 

.  221 

328 

:  7,215 

6,866 

3,903 

1,782 

1,626 

:  577 

151 

473 

145 

137 

2  55 

tt  JL 

AD 
'±'J 

■  179 

121 

114 

108 

105 

:  112 

98 

76 

38 

61 

132 

81 

84 

152 

100 

74 

55 

22 

26 

:         49  3 

484 

255 

104 

232 

:~  "8783]" 

7,795 

5,206 

2,420 

2,401 

:     1-3.  0 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1 , 000 

1 , 000 

:  baskets 

baskets 

baskets 

baskets 

baskets 

2/  148 

93 

34 

36 

2/  238 

66 

33 

163 

2/  34 

1/ 

0 

0 

2/  73 

13 

2 

18 

2/  27 

23 

17 

37 

2/  50 

15 

12 

20 

550 

210 

98 

274  _ 

:  1,000  bu. 

1,000  bu 

.     1,000  bu. 

1,000  bu 

i,cocrbu. 

=  16,478 

12,956 

6,754 

3,337 

4,187 

Average  19 

32-36. 

3/  1  barrel 

assumed 

equivalent  to 

APFLS  PROrUGTION  ESTIMATES 

Some  comrrrunications  have  been  received  recently  from  producers 
and  distributors  of  fruits  protestins  against  the  Bureau's  estimates  of 
apple  production.     The  chief  complaint  is  that  present  estimates  refer  only 
to  the  total  apple  crop  and  that  suppleiaentary  estimates  of  connercial  pro- 
duction formerly  published  have  been  discontinued.     It  is  true  that  the  so- 
called  commercial  estimates  v^ere  discontinued  beginning  with  the  1937  season, 
but  this  action  was  ta^cen  only  after  careful  consideration  of  all  the  diffi- 
culties involved  in  making -these  estimates. 

."Commercial"  apple  reports,  as  formerly  published,  represented  esti- 
mates of  that  part  of  the  crop  to  be  sold  for  fresh  cons-'omption.  They 
originated  prior  to  1920  in  response  to  a  definite  demand  for  this  type  of 
information  <?nd  when  carlot  shipments  of  apples  were  a  fairly  adequa,te  measure 
of  such  sales.     In  recent  years,  however,  the  motor-tnick  has  become  an 
importrjit  factor  in  the  tr;aiisportation  of  apples,  probably  accomiting  for 
m.ore  theji  half  of  the  total  movement  in  eastern  and  mid-western  States. 
Since  adequate  records  of  motor  truck  movement  are  not  .available,  it  is  no 
longer  possible  to  mrlce  a  satisfactory  check-up  on  "commercial"  estimates 
at  the  end  of  the  shipping  season. 

The  problem  of  continuing  such  estimates  was  further  com.plicated  by 
the  economic  factors  which  tend  to  influence  the  volijrae  of  fruit  sold  for 
fresh  consuiTiption.     Some  of  these  factors  are  size  of  the  total  apple  crop, 
qu?Jity  of  the  fruit,  export  outlets,  requirements  of  csnners,  driers,  cider 
mills  end  other  processors,  competition  of  other  f raits,  and  prices  received 
by  grov/ers.    These  factors  vary  from  year  to  yt^^ax  and  from  month  to  m.onth 
during  a  given  season.    Because  of  the  .increasing  difficulty  in  me.asuring 
the  effects  of  sorc.e  of  these  factors,  mid-season  estimates  o'f  'commercial  pro- 
duction, as  compiled  in  recent  years,  were  not  on  a  sufficiently  sovuid  basis 
and  wore  subject  to  an  increasing  amount  of  criticism.     The  lack  of  adequate 
check  data  on  apple  shipm^ents  had  placed  the  Department  in  the  very  difficult 
position  of  cttempting  to  forecast  how  maaay  apples  would  be  sold  for  fresh 
consijjnption  -without  being  o^ole  to  verify  these  figures  at  the  end  of  the 
season.    It  wr.s  decided,  therefore,  to  limit  the  apple  estimates  to  total 
production  for  the  present,  ajid  to  explore  the  possibility  of  supplem.enting 
these  with  estl.mates  of  production  within  com-nercial  areas  of  the  important 
States  should  there  be  sufficient  demand  for  such  information  cjid  should 
facilities  perrdt  the  additional  work  involved. 

ORANGES 

Terminal  m.arket  prices  of  or,anges  experienced  some  further  declines 
during  the  past  month.     It  seems  likely,  hov;ever,  that  oraiige  prices  are 
no?/  near  the  season's  low  point,  and  although  some  fluctuation  may  be  e^rpected 
from  week  to  week,  some  seasonal  rise  miay  occur  during  the  remainder  of  the 
season.    Prices  of  Florida  oranges  stayed  rather  close  to  those  of  last 
season  until  the  latter  part  of  December,  but  during  recent  weeks  prices 
have  been  somewho-t  lower  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.    Prom  the  time  the 
season  got  well  under  way  in  early  December,  prices  of  California  ITcavels  this 
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year  have  "been  somewhat  lower  than  those  of  a  year  ago.    At  New  York  City, 
prices  of  Florida  or.aii.^ss  -averai^ed  $2.22  per  hox  during  the  second  week 
of  Janu-?ay  this  year,  compared  with  $2.82  for  the  srjne  week  of  1937,  In 
the  same  week  California  Navels  averaged  $2.43  per  box  this  year  and  $3.58 
a  year  earlier* 

Remaining  supplies  larger  than  last  year 

Shi]iments  of  oranges  this  season  have  been  slightly  heavier  than 
those  of  a  year  ago,  but  the  l^xrger  indicated  production  of  winter  and 
spring  varieties  points  to  a  supply  of  oranges  available  for  market  during 
the  remainder  of  the  winter  and  spring  al)out  one-third  larger  than  for  the 
some  period  a  year  earlier.    On  January  1  the  total  crop  of  all  winter  end 
spring  varieties  of  oranges  was  indicated  at  42.5  million  boxes,  compared 
with  38.3  million  for  1936-37  ?jid  with  the  1931-35  average  of  33.1  million 
boxes.     The  crop  of  California  Valencias,,  which  constitute  the  chief  source 
of  supply  during  the  s-unr.ier  and  early  fall,  was  indicated  at  25.2  million 
boxes,  compared  with  15.8  million  a  year  ago  and  witii  the  1931-35  avercg;e 
of  20  million  boxes,  '  •  ■   

GRAPEFEUIT  ■  ' 

grapefruit  prices  continued  to  decline  irregularly  during  December 
and  early  January,  and  in  mid-January  prices  were  only  slightly  higher 
tiivxi  tliose  of  a  yv:ar  earlier.     For  the  second  week  of  January,  Florida 
grapefrait  prices  at  New  York  averaged  $2.21  per  box,  compared  with  $2.15 
a  year  earlier.     Texas  grn,pefruit  prices  for  the  same  week  this  year 
averaged  $1.96  per  box  compared  with  $1.80  a  year  earlier. 

If  the  utilization  of  grapefrait  b^'  processing  pl.onts  is  as  large 
as  now  appears  likely,  the  total  supply  of  grapefrait  available  for  inarket 
during  the  remainder  of  the  season  may  be  at  least  one- tenth  smaller  than 
for  the  scxLQ  period  a  year  earlier.    Altho'ogh  the  quantity  of  grapefruit 
going  to  processing  plants  v/ill  be  comparatively  large  this  year,  it 
probably  will  be  considerably  less  than  the  extremely  large  quantity  so 
utilized  last  season.     Total  shipments  of  fresh  grapefruit  to  market  thus 
far  this  season  have  been  slightly  greater  than  for  the  same  period  last 
year,  with  shipments  from  Texas  one-fourth  larger  than  a  year  ago  .'uid 
shipments  from  Florida  about  13  percent  smaller  than  those  of  a  year 
earlier. 

On  Jraiuary  1  the  total  grapefrait  crop  was  indicated  at  26.1  million 
boxes,  com.pared  with  the  record  crop  of  30.3  million  produced  last  year  rjii 
the  1931-35  average  of  16.9  million  boxes.     The  crop  in  Florida  is  indicated 
to  be  about  28  percent  smaller  and  the  Texas  crop  about  4  percent  less  than 
the  respective  crops  of  last  season. 
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C  i  trus  f rui  t  s :    Pro  d".ic  t  i  c  n ,  avc 

rage  1931-35 

annual  1936 

and  1937 

'                          Production  .1/ 

urop  ana  spates 

Average 

1936 

:  Indicated 

— ■  ■  1_ 

1931-35 

:          1937  ; 

X  ,    ,  1      L/CJ  S 

liTinter  and  spring  varieties:  : 

waj.li  •  ,  i^r  vcis  ana  ini ccei,   .  .  .  • 

io, 1  /O 

13, 234 

lb, y20 

15,824 

22 , 500 

24,000 

1,037 

2,611 

2,604 

Tntnl  • 

OO , Wo  O 

4>  ■  ,  OrT 't 

SiTnuner  and  early  fall  varieties: 

Calif, ,  Valencias  i 

19  965 

16  829 

25  2'^2" 

KE,  "17/ 

D  (  ,  (  t.,  D 

Grapefruit:  : 

Fla.  ,  all   : 

11,997 

18,100 

13,000 

2/'  3,535 

6,000 

5,000 

Other   : 

2;'     8 ,  333 

12 , 100 

0,000 

2,105 

3,900 

1,736 

1,550 

1,890 

Ar  i  z .     .     .  • 

981 

1,400 

P  '^00 

15,369 

30.231 

26,090 

• 

Lenons:  : 

Calif   : 

8 , 045 

8,102 

3/  3,550 

Lir.es:  : 

12 

45 

110 

ly  Relates  to  crop  of  iDlocn  of  year 

shown;  picking  heginning 

Novcn'ber  1  in 

California  and  Septer.iher  1  in  other  states. 
2]  1932-35  average. 
3/  Deccnher  1  indicated  production. 
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Oranges  and  tanreriner:     Total  sh-'p^-nents  (rail,  "boat  aid  trucl:)  ij 
from  producing:  areas  "by  v/ecks,  average  193.3-35,  1936,  and  19  37 


week 

ended 

Average  • 
193.3-34.   bo  'l93r^-35  ' 

1935- 

37  ! 

1937 

-38 

'.'.'eeklv  ; 

Cxir.;/.  l.s.ti.vr.; 

v/cGk..y  z 

O-umuxative: 

'.Veekly  I 

Camulati^ 

1"  '^  f n 

Total 

Total 

-•ar  s 

CrlTS 

Cars 

cars 

Cars 

c?rs 

Sept. 

18, . .  

± ,  .^o  r 

1,153. 

1,153 

944 

944 

2^'  .  !  .  .  .  . 

i , .'.  1  <j 

c  ■  •-..y 

1,138' 

2 ,  341 

861 

1,805 

Oct. 

1   'i  ~  'A 

•7    -■  1  c; 
•-  ,  .  '-0 

1,142 

846 

2,65], 

n 

1   "i  -'-'7 

/"■    ■-  '  o 

1,193 

4,  G^^e 

852 

3,503 

16  

1 .  ^  1  o 

O  ,  J  1  o 

1,3  02 

K     C  ')  O 

,  J  i 

1,221 

4,724 

23'  , 

'l,''-55' 

■  1 , 422 •  ■ 

•  7,400 

1,201 

5,925 

30  

i,;..tjb 

Q  "i^l 

1 , 320 

8,720 

1,.309 

7,234 

xTov, 

6  

1  ,  C  .  ,Kj 

xU,  ^oi 

1,541 

10, -261 

1,521 

8,755 

13  

*           ^  J     ^-j  ^ 

2,473 

12,734 

1 , 509 

10 , 264 

20  

2,475 

15^.V35 

3,  634 

16, 368 

2 ,  652 

12,916 

2?   ' 

2,  675 

18,110 

2,  628 

18,995 

2,  505 

15,422 

Dec. 

4 

21 ,  "x  iS 

3,806 

22  ,.202 

3,512 

13,934 

11   

3,  592 

25,0.35 

4,  339 

27, 141 

4,451 

23,335 

18  

28 . 148 

3,  917 

31, 058 

4,  042 

27,427 

25  

l,Ci5 

29,964 

-1,753 

32,826  . 

2,096 

29 , 523 

Jan, 

1  , 

2,-90 

32,454 

1,740 

34, 566 

2,250 

31,773 

8  

:      2 , 447 

34,901 

2,452 

37, 013 

2,644 

34,417 

15  

2,  620 

37 , 521 

2,508 

39,626 

2,737 

57,154 

22  .  . 

:  2,577 

40,098 

2,937 

42,563 

29  .  . 

2  i  420 

42,513 

3,031 

45,594 

ly    No  track  sliipments  reported  for  Louisiana,  Alaopjna,  and  Mississropi ;  total 
truck  sh.ipr.T3Vi ts  frora  Texas,  and  interstate  truck  skip^.^cnts  fron  Florida  and 
C  al  i  f  0  r  n  i  a-  A?:-  i  z  0  n  a . 
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G-rapefnj.it:     Total  shiiDnents  (rail,  "bor.t,  and  truck)  _l/  from  producing 


areas,  by  weeks 

,  aver.- 

,p-e  1934-55, 

1936,  and 

1937 

feek 

:  Ave 
:  1533-34 

rcj^^e  : 
to  1935-36  : 

1936-37  ; 

1937-38 

e 

nded 

:  We  ekly 

ee^lcly  _ 

J  Ctimulative; 

__  Weekly  : 

C-gi  nulativc  

:  Cars 

Total  cars 

Cars 

Total  cars 

Cars 

Total  cars 

Sept 

.  18 

:  221 

221 

661 

661 

196 

196 

25 

:  341 

563 

330 

991 

400 

596 

Oct. 

:  431 

993 

508 

1,499 

485 

1 , 081 

9 

:  458 

1,451 

609 

2,108 

499 

1,  580 

lo 

:  543 

1,  994 

529 

2,637 

681 

2,261 

;  650 

2,644 

1,005 

3,643 

1,305 

3 , 565 

30 

:  738 

3,382 

1 , 062 

4,705 

1,369 

4,935 

Tit  

Nov. 

6 

;  689 

4,071 

1,046 

5,751 

794 

5,729 

13 

;  767 

4,  838 

512 

6,663 

311 

6,540 

20  ; 

899 

5,737 

1 , 062 

7,725 

801 

7,341 

27 

:  781 

6,518 

1 , 085 

8,810 

999 

6,340 

Dec. 

4 

925 

7 ,  -443 

1,012 

9,  £22 

1,300 

9,640 

11  : 

933 

8,376 

1,061 

10, S83 

1 , 142 

10,782 

18  ; 

700 

9,076 

942 

11,825 

1,077 

11 , 859 

25  : 

'i33 

9,  509 

533 

12,458 

727 

12,586 

Jan. 

1  : 

713 

10,222  " 

1,033 

13,491 

933 

13,519 

8  : 

954 

11,176 

1 , 526 

15,017 

1,096 

14, 615 

15  : 

993 

12,169 

1,669 

16,686 

1,362 

15,977 

22  : 

916 

13,085 

1,758 

18,44-4 

29  : 

861 

13,946 

1 ,  MO 

19,884 

l/  Total  truck  shipments  from  Texas;  interstate  truck  shipments  only  from  Texas 
and  Calif omia- Arizona. 
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